
Dear  Fe l low Missour ian :

Everyone deserves to
ret i re with dignity.  In
p lann ing  your  fami ly 's
f inanc ia l fu tu re ,  one o f
the most important steps
you can take  is  learn ing
to detect ootent ial
investment scams and
the precaut ions you can
take to avoid becominq a
v ic t im.

Many scams are  we l l -known:  bogus  char i ty
so l i c i ta t ions ,  e -mai ls  seek ing  bank  account  numbers
or personal information, and fake or inval id gi f t
cards. Caut ion and vigi lance can help protect
you from these cost ly tr icks. Before making any
decision involving your hard-earned savings, i t 's
wise to slow down and take addit ional t ime to
investigate the facts.

Whi le the vast major i ty of f inancial  professionals
put their  c l ients 'needs f i rst ,  there are some
peop le  -  e i ther  in  the  bus iness  or  p re tend ing
to be - that prey on the trust of  unsuspect ing
Missourians. To protect you from becoming a vict im
of f inancial  f raud, my off ice uses the ful l  extent of
the  law to  go  a f te r  these ind iv idua ls  and prosecute
anyone who harms Missour ians ' f inanc ia l  secur i ty .

I  encourage you to use the t ips included here to
protect yourself  and your loved ones. l f  we work
together,  we can try to stop scams before they
sta rt.

Before invest ing, please take a moment and cal l
my off ice tol l f ree at (800) 721-7996 to inquire
about the registrat ion status of the person and/or
product you are being offered. l f  you have even a
s l igh t  doubt  o r  susp ic ion  regard ing  an  inves tment
oppor tun i ty  o r  b roker  p lease ca l l  us .  Your  sav ings
from years of hard work should never be at r isk from
scam ar t i s ts  ou t  to  s tea l  your  money.

TOP THREATS
TO SENIOR INVESTORS IN 2014

ONLINE AND DISCOUNT BROKERAGE FIRMS
BEING MANAGED BY OUTSIDE PARTIES: Be wary
of individuals who claim to have trading expertise
and offer to set up or "manage" an online brokerage
trading account on your or another investor's behalf.
Allowing unlicensed individuals access to usernames
or passwords can lead to substantial trading losses or
account theft.

UNREGISTERED SALESPEOPLE OR PRODUCTS:
Missour i  law requi res most  investment  professionals
and the products they sel l  to  be regis tered wi th
my office. Use extreme caution when approached
wi th any investment  opportuni ty ,  as unregistered
salespeople or  products of ten over look or  ignore
potential risks to investors. The best way to protect
yourself is to call my office at (800) 721-7996 before
making any investment .

"HIGH YIELD"OR PONZI SCHEMES: lt is essential to
remember that  "h igh y ie ld"  means h igher  r isks.  Whi le
some products may be suitable for investors, the
promise of extremely high returns or guarantee of
safety should stand out as potential red flags. Scam
artists often create a reasonable explanation of why
the product is so good or claim false credentials
to gain your trust. Generally these scams collapse,
leaving Missour ians wi th l i t t le  to  noth ing of  thei r
original investment.

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS: As housing prices

cont inue to recover  in  many U.S.  markets,  Missour ians
should be aware that  schemes re lated to new real
estate development  pro jects or  buying,  renovat ing,
f l ipp ing or  pool ing d is t ressed propert ies can be
popular  wi th scam ar t is ts .

INVESTMENT FADS: Di gita I cu rrency, crowdfu nd i ng,
o i l  & gas,  natura l  resource min ing,  and other  new
investment  opportuni t ies may sound appeal ing,  but
be sure to check with us before investing any money.

Jason Kander
Missouri  Secretary of State
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